Vice President for Finance and Administration
Leadership Profile
June 2021

Ringling College of Art and Design

Vice President for Finance and Administration

Executive Summary
Ringling College of Art and Design is a private, not-for-profit, independent higher education success story.
Having grown to 1,600 – numbers that held largely steady during the pandemic – and operating in the
black for all of its 90-year history, Ringling has raised its academic and public profiles to that of one of the
most decorated and successful art and design colleges in the nation. To build upon this success, the
College seeks a vice president for finance and administration (VPFA) to help the College achieve its vision
of becoming the preeminent art and design college in the world.
Succeeding a successful incumbent and reporting directly to Ringling's visionary president, Larry
Thompson, the VPFA will join a highly creative and collaborative leadership team to develop and execute
the vision, strategies and tactics that will continue and enhance the College's successful trajectory.
Ringling's aspirations are considerable, and its track record for innovation and creativity within the
academic program and in its business dealings is enviable. The new VPFA will therefore join and thrive
within an environment accustomed to making bold decisions and reaping the benefit of strategic
investments.
Success in this environment requires a financial professional with exceptional strategic skills and the
ability to make sound judgments regarding short and long-term returns on investment. As would be
expected, the central skills and experience of a financial leader are required, including understanding
higher education financing, FASB and GAAP as they apply to higher education and the regulatory
environment. Candidates with such experience within a college or university of equal or greater
complexity will be at a decided advantage, as will professionals with appreciation for art and design and a
personal resonance with art and design education. The institution's large and growing footprint and a
campus master plan that anticipates further growth in the student body and the academic program put
facilities-management acumen high on the list of desirable attributes. Change management experience
and superior communication skills are sine qua non.
Located in lovely Sarasota, Florida, a community that values and supports arts and cultural programming
and education, Ringling College is optimally positioned for even greater success. Its new vice president
for finance and administration will thus have the opportunity to contribute meaningfully to one of the
nation's most successful higher education enterprises.
Recruitment will continue until the position is filled. Information regarding the process for nominations
and applications for this opportunity may be found near the end of this document in the section titled
“Procedure for Candidacy.”
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Role of the Vice President for Finance and Administration
The vice president for finance and administration (VPFA) will provide the strategic leadership and
operational management to the business and financial aspects of the College.
Reporting to the president and working in close partnership with the executive vice president
and other members of the president’s cabinet, the VPFA shares broad responsibility to advance
the mission, reputation and capacity of the College to fulfill its strategic priorities. The VPFA will
be expected to build strong partnerships throughout the College community, the greater
Sarasota area community and the extended community. Key elements in this endeavor include
working with other administrators to achieve strategic priorities and foster efforts across
administrative units to build and appropriately allocate resources to achieve the College’s
strategic priorities. The VPFA will be directly responsible for the oversight and management of
business affairs including budgeting, risk management, facilities, public safety and some
auxiliary services.
The VPFA will also be responsible for ensuring the fiscal accountability and integrity of the College.
They will lead the development and implementation of institution-wide fiscal planning, budgeting,
and forecasting and oversee the fiscal control systems to ensure annual audits continue to be free
of any weaknesses. The VPFA assures that the financial infrastructure of the College, including the
use of technology infrastructure and applications, is appropriate to meet the goals and needs of
the institution. The VPFA will work closely with relevant committees of the Board of Trustees and
the College’s investment advisors/managers to review, update and execute on the College’s
Investment Policy
Statements, particularly for
the endowment fund. The
VPFA will provide the
primary leadership in debt
management and interface
with the College’s banking,
financial advisor(s) and
rating agency contacts. As
the College is a member of
the Florida Independent
College and University Risk
Management Association
(FICURMA), the VPFA will
serve as a board member of
this risk consortium.
The VPFA is expected to be innovative, entrepreneurial and collegial in the pursuit and
development of strategies that support the student learner experience and further the College’s
strategic, academic, student life and administrative initiatives. The new VPFA will work closely with
the Executive Vice President on implementing the campus master plan, including the development
of interim uses of long-term growth acquisitions.
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The VPFA provides support and is the staff liaison for the Audit, Finance, Investment, and
Facilities/Campus Master Planning Board Committees. They will also chair a number of institutional
committees, depending upon interest and skill set. These may include Environmental Health and
Safety, Administrative Technology Advisory Subcommittee and CCTV Oversight Committee. The
VPFA will serve on the Emergency Response Team as a member of the primary response team.
The VPFA is charged with engaging in the strategic planning process for the institution, working
closely with colleagues to develop, update and implement the strategic plan. The VPFA will work
closely with the president and the president’s office to facilitate engagement by members of the
Board of Trustees, campus community and local community members in a variety of ways,
supporting opportunities for information, engagement and action.
The new VPFA will work closely with the newly created vice president of enrollment management
and marketing, using data to maintain the College’s comparatively low discount strategy while
ensuring enrollment goals, both quantitative and qualitative, are achieved.

Opportunities and Expectations for Leadership
The following represent some of the immediate opportunities that the new vice president for finance and
administration will address during the first few years in office. They are presented here in no particular
order.
Build upon success to date
Ringling College is a great success story. Operating in the black for 90 consecutive years, the institution
benefits from an enviable balance sheet while continually pursuing growth and new opportunities
aggressively. The institution has grown significantly in student head count (with a slight dip attendant
with the COVID crisis) and in its campus footprint in recent years. It has been foresighted in the
development of its academic program and enjoys exceptional student outcomes. The first order of
business, then, is to do no harm.
More to the point, the success of Ringling College is in many ways a function of its superior planning. The
College takes strategic, operational and campus master planning very seriously and is extremely good at
it. The new VPFA must therefore be a master at strategy and planning and will play a seminal role in
catalyzing the College's continued efforts to enhance the pursuit of its mission and to leverage the
reputation that derives from those efforts.
Plan for and manage growth
Ringling has grown to 1,600 students in recent years, and its campus master plan is poised to support
continued managed growth to 2,750 or more over the course of the next decade or two. This growth has
been enabled by concomitant development and growth of the academic programming, much of it on the
cutting edge of arts and design education. President Larry Thompson is a visionary who understands,
calculates and leverages the risk/reward equation at a level significantly more aspirational than is typical
among higher education leaders. As a result, the VPFA plays a central role in those calculations and in
managing the return on those investments. One of those rewards is growth.
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Ringling College does a lot of building. They have added substantially to their physical plant over time and
have been aggressive about adding to their campus footprint, meaning that there is more facilities
development in their future. Growth also means additional pressures on areas like maintenance and
security, both of which are overseen by the VPFA. Planning for and managing this growth and its
implications, all in an environment of balanced budgets, will be a central focus of the new vice president.
Review systems and structure
Another collateral effect of this level and pace of growth is the impact on the College's various systems
and structures. In many ways, the College still operates as it did when it was much smaller, creating both
systemic and episodic stresses that
must be addressed by the new vice
president. Of particular concern is
the College's administrative
information systems. First installed
as part of the Y2K initiative, the
system has proven unequal to many
of the College's current needs and is
rapidly reaching its point of planned
obsolescence. Reviewing the needs
of the College in regard to data
management and planning for a
successor to the current system will
therefore be a priority for both the
college and the new VPFA in the near
term.
In fact, the transition to a new VPFA provides an opportunity to review the entirety of the College's
financial and administrative structure and systems to ensure they are providing the optimal level of
service and support across the institution.
Partner with a highly collaborative leadership team and visionary president
Ringling is led by a highly collegial and collaborative senior administrative team. President Larry
Thompson works closely with and relies upon that team to build upon the collective vision for the
institution, to create and debate strategies and tactics and to execute on the College's ambitious plans.
The VPFA, then, is responsible for both being the content master in finance and administration and
playing a substantive role in decision-making across the entirety of the administrative portfolio. In
particular, the VPFA will be a key partner to Ringling's new vice president for enrollment management.
President Thompson is an idea machine. Both strategically and opportunistically, he is constantly
innovating. His approach is to float ideas by smart and trusted colleagues for analysis and debate, the
starting point of which is affirmative rather than cautionary, i.e. "Yes, and…" rather than "No, but…" This
approach leads to creativity and growth, some of which requires patience and nurturing to reach full
potential. Two such projects will continue to require the attention of College leadership during the early
tenure of the new VPFA. The first is the recently renovated historic Sarasota High School, now housing
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the College’s contemporary Sarasota Art Museum, Osher Lifelong Learning, and Studio and Digital
continuing education programs. The second is the newly constructed film Studio Labs, which includes two
soundstages and a professional commercial/academic post-production facility. The former has the
potential to draw new populations (and revenue) to the College, and the latter has already helped make
Ringling College a top-20 film school.

Professional Qualifications and Personal Qualities
The vice president for finance and administration at Ringling College of Art and Design will first and
foremost be a strategist of considerable skill and experience. The College's successful trajectory has been
built on ambition and innovation, and its senior administrators collectively and individually play a central
role in developing the vision, strategies and tactics that drive the institution to continued and enhanced
success. Comfort and experience with and the ability to lead and manage institutional change are
therefore critical to the VPFA's
success.
The VPFA will be an entrepreneurial
professional who seizes opportunity,
analyzes risk and reward, and –
critically - understands the difference
between costs and investments. To
this end, the VPFA will be a creative
thinker and strategist. The successful
candidate will demonstrate a deep
understanding of the trends in higher
education nationally, and those with
an interest in the visual arts and/or
creative fields and industries will be
at an advantage.
Success in such a creative environment, of course, also requires a person with outstanding fiscal and
administrative skills that drive real results. The ideal candidate, then, will demonstrate a track record of
successful leadership and management in an environment of similar or greater complexity, ideally in a
higher education setting. Although the VPFA will not lead all of these areas, of particular importance to
this role’s success for the institution is experience working with and preferably leading facilities
management, human resources, security and administrative computing in addition to the core
responsibilities of financial affairs. Dealing with higher education's institutional partners –
endowment managers, banks, the bond market, rating agencies, etc. – is an important component
of the job.
The vice president will work directly with constituencies across the College, including the Board of
Trustees and other senior officers. Outstanding communication and relationship-building skills are
therefore required, and a transparent management style will serve the new vice president well. The
VPFA will demonstrate a sound understanding of administrative information technology and its
applications. Experience with endowments and other asset management is highly desirable. As
would be expected, understanding of and adherence to FASB and GAAP and the regulatory
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environment of higher education is axiomatic.
Perhaps as important as the vice president's technical skills will be the ability to play a central role in
the leadership and management of the institution as a whole. Candidates demonstrating an
understanding of the broad array of issues facing higher education in general and art and design
colleges in particular will therefore be at an advantage. A history of collaboration and a highly
collegial working style are required. Of considerable importance will be leadership traits such as
unimpeachable integrity, outstanding judgment, emotional intelligence, courage of convictions, and
an open-communication style typified by outstanding listening skills, political savvy and a sense of
humor.
A master’s degree, CPA and experience in a private college or university is preferred. In addition, the
ideal candidate will possess the following:








The capacity to lead and manage efforts that support the College’s strategic goals.
A bachelor’s degree and at least five years of progressive experience in fiscal and administrative
management.
Demonstrated ability to
successfully manage and
develop staff, work
collaboratively with multiple
constituents and represent
the financial and
administrative operation
broadly within and outside the
College.
Experience with computerbased financial planning and
analysis.
Excellent interpersonal skills,
the ability to communicate
orally and in written form and
financial and analytical
abilities.

About Ringling College of Art and Design
Mission Statement
Ringling College of Art and Design recognizes that artists and designers play a significant role in
society. The College’s primary mission is to provide programs leading to degrees that prepare
students to be discerning visual thinkers and ethical practitioners.
Visual arts and creative professionals must understand diverse aspects of past and present
cultures, and develop their capacity for creative expression and effective communication.
Ringling’s curriculum, therefore, balances the teaching of technical knowledge and skills with the
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development of critical, conceptual and creative abilities and supports courses that provide
historical, multicultural, global and future perspectives. Ringling faculty consists of professionally
active and teaching-oriented artists, designers and scholars.
Ringling College of Art and Design strives to enroll both full and part-time students from diverse
backgrounds who intend to become professionals in the creative and visual arts. Through its policies
and practices, the College supports excellence in teaching and fosters the aesthetic, intellectual,
professional, personal, and social development of its students. Academic programs and advising,
career services, and an extensive co-curricular student life program prepare students for an art or
design profession, or when appropriate, for continued studies on the graduate level.
In addition to its degree program, Ringling College offers courses, lectures, exhibitions and other
art-related services to the local, national and international communities through its museum,
galleries, library, continuing education and community service programs.
Through the efforts of its Board of
Trustees, administrators, faculty,
support staff, alumni, and friends,
Ringling endeavors to provide the
necessary resources, services and
environment to fulfill its
institutional mission.
Founded in 1931, Ringling College
of Art and Design is a private,
independent nonprofit, four-year
college.

History
In 1931, 111 courses were offered to Ringling College's first class of 75 students. Each paid $783 per
year for tuition, board, room, fees and books. Students attended daily chapel services, and if they wanted
to leave town they needed written permission from the president. The institution's 13 faculty members
included Hilton Leech, a nationally prominent watercolorist.
The fledgling school couldn't afford to pay its professors much in the early years – one teacher received
$2.08 per month – but it did offer families room and board in the dormitories. So began the faculty's
legendary dedication to the school.
Today, Ringling College of Art and Design is one of the premier colleges of art and design in the western
hemisphere.
Learn more about the institution's beginnings by reading "The First 50 Years," an account of the College's
early years by past President Robert E. Perkins.
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More information on Ringling College of Art and Design may be found at its website: www.ringling.edu.

Finances





Has always had a balanced budget (never a deficit) for the 90 years of its existence.
Annual operating budget of $87 million, with 68% coming from tuition and fees.
25% discount rate.
Endowment total at $60 million.

Student Body




78% first-to-second year retention rate.
77% six-year graduation rate.
1,627 degree-seeking students from 48 countries, 43 states and five commonwealths & territories;
33% are Floridians and 19% are international.

Faculty and Staff




177 faculty (119 full-time and 58 part-time faculty). All faculty are non-tenured.
11:1 student-to-faculty ratio.
247 staff, most of whom are full-time.

Accreditation



National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD)
The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC)

Accolades










In 2020, Animation Career Review named Ringling College the No. 1 animation school in the
world.
The Hollywood Reporter has ranked Ringling College’s new digital filmmaking program among the
top 25 film programs in America. In the same year, Hollywood Reporter also named Ringling as
one of the top 10 visual effects schools.
Ringling College's students have received 16 Student Academy Awards.
34 Ringling alumni worked on eight of the 2020 Oscar-nominated films.
Ringling College holds the world's first virtual reality development BFA program, as accredited by
NASAD.
In 2020 and 2021, Graphic Design USA included Ringling College in their list of 50 top graphic
design schools.
The Rookies named Ringling College's game art program No. 1 in the U.S and No. 3 in the world as
well as the motion graphics school No. 2 in the world.
The 2020 National SOURCE Awards, which honors the industry’s next generation of lighting
designers, named three Ringling College students a winner, an honorable mention and an award of
recognition.
Last year Illustration students have won a record total of 37 awards, more than any other art
school in the U.S, during the annual Student Scholarship Competition held by the prestigious
Society of Illustrators.
8

Ringling College of Art and Design

Vice President for Finance and Administration

Degree Programs/Majors
Business of Art + Design
The Business of Art and Design degree
equips students with the design and
management skills, tools and professional
experience employers value most in
today’s economy. Students are immersed
in all aspects of the creative industries,
collaborate on teams across creative
disciplines and learn strategies for taking
ideas from concept to market.
The curriculum is designed to be flexible,
empowering students to tailor their
academic experience to their interests and career goals. Students will tackle real client projects to build
their resumes and portfolios or dive into developing their own creative businesses. The opportunities are
endless with this unique design/management-combination degree. Graduates work as animation
producers, production coordinators, brand strategists and marketing managers at top companies,
including DreamWorks, Pixar, JibJab, Blue Mammoth Games, Deloitte Digital, Game Developers
Conference and more.
Computer Animation
In the world-renowned Ringling College Computer Animation program, students do it all. They learn to
create characters and tell their stories, as well as design, paint, model, texture, animate, light, composite
and edit original films. As a Computer Animation major, students will combine essential technical skills
with conceptually original ideas that affect an audience emotionally, visually and intellectually.
This mix of talents is why Ringling College's Computer Animation program has been named number one
in the world and why animation studios from all over look to them for the best and the brightest talent.
Ringling graduates go on to win at film festivals and student academy awards and become tomorrow’s
top animated filmmakers.
Creative Writing
Creative Writing classes at Ringling College explore a range of aesthetics and genres. Visiting writer
forums, guest lectures and a Writer-in-Residence offer guidance, ideas and critiques. Specialized careerplanning benchmarks help students reach their goals. Ringling's Creative Writing program equips
students with the technical competence and fluency of narrative to succeed in print, digital media and
new technologies. In a world where content is king, skilled writers are in high demand.
Entertainment Design
This program is themed Entertainment Design – translating stories into experiences. Ringling's
entertainment design major teaches students to collaborate with artists, designers and other creatives to
bring their visions to life. Students develop the visual communication skills of an artist and the problem-
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solving skills of a designer. With a focus on the built environment, students’ artistic and technical skills are
applied to project designs for theme park design, museums and exhibitions, concerts, sporting events,
expos, hotels, restaurants, retail spaces and more for an industry expanding worldwide.
Film
At Ringling College's Film school, students will immerse themselves in all aspects of the industry,
including cinematography, editing, sound design, screenwriting, post-production, directing and producing,
all on an 8,400 sq. ft. soundstage. Students can focus on narrative film or branded entertainment. They
have the ability to create three to five films in their first year, work with industry leaders on the
school's professional sound stage and post-production facility and connect with alumni who have
gone on to work for studios like Netflix, Comedy Central, MTV and NBC, to name a few.
Fine Arts
The Fine Arts major is an exclusive program that provides individual attention and fosters a tight-knit
community of artists. Critical thinking, painting, drawing, sculpture, printmaking and technology are the
backbone of contemporary art and pillars of the Fine Arts curriculum. Ringling's outstanding program
prepares students for success in the $67 billion international art industry. The college provides students
with their own studio spaces, state-of-the-art facilities and a multitude of exhibition opportunities.
Students will master technical and conceptual skills, explore innovative modes of expression and develop
an awareness of the historical and contemporary context of their work. Graduates of the program go on
to become critically acclaimed artists, industry creatives, business owners and entrepreneurs.
Game Art
Recognized as a top gaming school in the world,
Ringling College's Game Art major equips
students with the skill sets needed for a durable
and diverse career in the gaming industry.
Students will perfect their artistic techniques,
study the mechanics of game design and
interactivity and build their own worlds. They will
master leading software used by professionals
while learning textures, lighting, player options
and engagement. The college believes in hyper
marketability, preparing students with top-rate
portfolios and understanding the values that
game studios are looking for in the most elite of
candidates. With alumni working in the world’s
most renowned studios, the Game Art major
brings in top recruiters, including Riot Games,
Blizzard Entertainment, Epic Games and Bungie.
Students can also work in other industries using
real-time visualization such as architecture, film
and more.

10

Ringling College of Art and Design

Vice President for Finance and Administration

Graphic Design
Graphic Design is a diverse, dynamic and flexible field, and Ringling’s Graphic Design program gives
students a deep understanding of the design-thinking process and how to apply it to a broad spectrum of
2D, 3D and screen-based media. Students learn strategies for creating concepts and designing interfaces
that entice, inform and surprise the user. Students can submit their work to the ADDY Awards or intern at
the Ringling College Design Center. Ringling's graduates work as graphic and product designers, creative
and art directors, visual and interactive designers or freelancers who hand-pick their projects.
Illustration
Students master the fundamentals of color, composition and anatomy in both traditional and digital media
and learn to compose effective and compelling illustrations. They study character design, development
and storyboarding in the Visual Development program. Ringling College's students win awards and
scholarships and kick-start their careers in illustration at industry giants like Apple, Blue Sky Studios,
Cartoon Network, Disney, EA Games, GM, Google, Hallmark, Riot Games, United Airlines and Zynga.
Motion Design
Ringling College's program is ranked by The Rookies as the No. 2 motion graphics school in the world.
The program’s students are able to push the boundaries of visual communications and technology with a
Motion Design degree. Students in Motion Design programs have the opportunity to wear every hat
from graphic designer to storyboard artist, animator to editor and sound artist to art director.
Graduates of this program are sought after by top entertainment, film, and advertising companies.
Photography + Imaging
Photography is everywhere and is in a period of unprecedented change, with constantly evolving
technological advancements and multimedia possibilities that are redefining what it means to be a
professional photographer. Ringling College's Photography and Imaging students immerse
themselves in a curriculum that enables them to explore the unlimited creative possibilities that exist
today for capturing, producing and sharing innovative and meaningful work.
The curriculum builds on the photographic tradition and thoroughly investigates the future
possibilities of both the still and moving image while encouraging students to develop an individual
voice and perspective with their work that will set them apart from the casual observers of life.
Graduates are fully prepared to be young professionals, ready to participate in and help define this
exciting new era of photography.
Visual Studies
The Visual Studies degree is one-of-a-kind and personally tailored to offer maximum flexibility and
exploration. Today’s world requires nimble thinking. Students in this major learn to approach
problems from different perspectives, build advanced problem-solving skills, explore the creative
process, conduct critical analysis and communicate ideas clearly and effectively. Students have the
ability to study up to three minors while still receiving a top-quality Liberal Arts education paired with
studio courses.
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Virtual Reality Development
In the Virtual Reality program, students
are pioneering the revolutionary
medium of VR. Students learn to create
immersive experiences that inform,
educate, entertain and change the way
the world thinks about industries like
healthcare, architecture, education,
media and more. Whether it's to create
a safer work environment, champion
social justice and reform or help people
recover from trauma, the VR medium
will allow students to be a catalyst for
positive change. Virtual Reality
Development graduates will join a
multibillion-dollar, rapidly growing
industry. Students will make an impact by reimagining and redefining the ways the world intersects
design, technology, critical thinking and creativity.

Leadership
Dr. Larry R. Thompson, President
Dr. Larry R. Thompson is currently serving his 22nd year as president of Ringling College of Art and
Design. An energetic, innovative and visionary community leader, Dr. Thompson is on a mission to
transform art and design higher education and to infuse business with creativity – Shattering the Myth of
the Starving Artist™. He is passionate about the extraordinary potential that art, design and creativity
has on our global economy and its influence on our lives, our work and our entire world!
During his tenure as president of Ringling College, Thompson has
worked tirelessly to infuse his spirit of inclusion throughout the
institution by celebrating diversity, encouraging freedom of
expression, supporting new ways of teaching and learning and
encouraging risk-taking to innovate and enhance the overall
teaching and learning experience.
Aside from his “full-time” job, Thompson is involved in a myriad
of volunteer endeavors. He is the past chair of the President’s
Council of the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida
(ICUF) and the Association of Independent Colleges of Art and
Design (AICAD.)
Locally, Thompson is president of the Arts and Cultural Alliance of
Sarasota County and chairman of the Greater Sarasota Chamber
of Commerce.
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He serves on numerous educational and community boards, including the Community Health
Corporation for Sarasota Memorial Hospital, the Out-of-Door Academy and Plymouth Harbor (a
retirement community).
Prior to joining Ringling College, Thompson was president and CEO of the Flint Cultural Center in
Michigan — a 30-acre campus encompassing the nine leading cultural institutions of the Greater Flint
Area. He served in that capacity from 1993-1999.
Before crossing the lake to Michigan, Thompson was founding director and CEO of the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame and Museum in Cleveland, Ohio, a post he held for more than four years. Thompson was
responsible for making the Hall of Fame a reality, including raising the money for it, working with
architect I.M. Pei to design it and preparing it to be constructed.
In his earlier career, Thompson served for seven years as special assistant to the president of The
Ohio State University. His responsibilities involved working on legal issues affecting the University
and serving as a management troubleshooter for various administrative departments.
Thompson is a lawyer and an educator. He earned his Juris Doctorate summa cum laude from The
Ohio State University and practiced law for a number of years with a large firm in Columbus. He holds
a Master of Science in Educational Administration and Counseling from California State University Los
Angeles. He was an adjunct professor in the Honors department at the University of Michigan-Flint
and taught as an adjunct professor in the College of Law at Ohio State for six years.
Thompson has received many honors and awards including the 2012 Boundary Crosser Award from
SCOPE (Sarasota County Openly Plans for Excellence.) In 2009 and again in 2018 he was inducted
into the Community Video Archives, received The Schoenbaum Humanitarian Award from the
Salvation Army and the Chairman’s Cup from the Sarasota Chamber of Commerce for extraordinary
service to the community.
Creative Tampa Bay named him a “Creative Catalyst” in 2008, while The Wellness Community of
Southwest Florida honored him with the Stephen H. Goldman, M.D., Keystone Award.
In 2007 Thompson received the Civic Achievement Award from the West Coast Chapter of the American
Jewish Committee (AJC), the Arts Leadership Award from the Sarasota Arts Council and was one of three
finalists in Tampa Bay CEO magazine’s “Tampa Bay CEO of the Year.”
Arts Management News recognized Thompson as Arts Administrator of the Year in 1998 for exemplary
and distinguished work in the field of arts administration. He is a recipient of the Friend of Education
Award by Delta Kappa Gamma Society International for outstanding endeavors in support of education,
the National Association of College University Attorneys Fellow award for exemplary service on behalf of
college and university clients and the Person of Vision Award presented by the Board of Governors of
Prevent Blindness Florida.
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Sarasota, Florida
Known as Florida’s Cultural Coast®, Sarasota is world renowned for its pristine white sand beaches,
natural surroundings and cultural amenities which provide a dynamic quality of life. Siesta Key Beach is
often designated as the No. 1 Beach in the United States by Trip Advisor and Dr. Beach. The mainland is
home to many of the cultural attractions and activities that add depth and character to living in Sarasota.
Off the islands, Sarasota is defined by a rich and varied arts scene that belies the size of the city. Indeed,
the cultural offerings per capita exceed that of almost any other city outside of New York. For example,
the famous John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art features an enormous selection of paintings –
including one of the biggest collections of Rubens in the world. The Museum grounds are also home to
the historic Ca d’Zan (the Ringling estate), a Circus Museum, the Asolo Theatre and the Tibbals Learning
Center. There is also a vibrant gallery scene showcasing Sarasota's talented local artists as well as visiting
collections from artists around the world.
Sarasota has its own opera company housed in the historic Sarasota Opera House, which is also used by
the Sarasota Ballet. The Sarasota Orchestra performs in the 1,750-seat Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall
which also presents numerous national touring shows.
The city is also home to three professional theaters that produce their own productions including the
Asolo Theater Rep, Florida Studio Theater and the new Urban Theater. In addition, there are community
theaters in Sarasota, Bradenton and Venice.
For a more personal encounter with Florida's natural beauty, Sarasota has some of the most extensive
public park lands in the state including the incomparable Myakka State Park, boasting miles of hiking
trails dotted by primitive campsites.
Sarasota's natural beauty has also made it into an international golf destination, with dozens of courses in
the area designed by some of the biggest names in the sport. Ed Smith Stadium is the spring training
headquarters of the Baltimore Orioles and home to a minor league franchise and a world-class rowing
facility that has events throughout the year at the Nathan Benderson Park. In southern Sarasota County,
North Port is the new spring training facility for the Atlanta Braves.
As you travel across Sarasota you'll find historic neighborhoods that invite sightseeing, like the colorful
old-Florida houses of downtown Sarasota's historic Towles Court art district. You'll also find areas of
independent shops, restaurants and bars that make for an easy and exciting nighttime destination.
Read more: https://www.sarasotafl.gov/

14

Ringling College of Art and Design

Vice President for Finance and Administration

Procedure for Candidacy
All applications, nominations and inquiries are invited. Applications should include, as two separate
documents, a CV or resume and a letter of interest addressing the themes in this profile.
WittKieffer is assisting Ringling College of Art and Design in this search. Application materials should be
submitted using WittKieffer’s candidate portal.
For fullest consideration, candidate materials should be received by July 16, 2021.
Nominations and inquiries can be directed to:
Dennis Barden and Julia Bradley
RinglingVPFA@wittkieffer.com
Ringling College of Art and Design is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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